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Mzia Khakhutaishvili, Nana Tsetskhladze, (BSU)

Towards Some Urgent Issues Related to Digital Studies of Georgian Language

In digital era that could become “century of disappearance of languages” it became especially
important to find data of small nations’ languages that have not been properly studied so far and are in
danger; and also fixation of culture, values and ethnic mentality revealed in certain languages. Materials
that become open resources fixed in natural situations having rich contents (social, cultural, political,
economical, spirirtual, religious, etc.) would become basis for intensive interdisciplinary studies.

The history of digital humanities in Georgia was marked by joint scientific project of Batumi Shota
Rustaveli State University and Frankfurt University after Goethe funded by Shota Rustaveli National
Scientific Foundation of Georgia “Linguocultural digital archive (Digiarchive) aimed at digitalization of
folk materials of Ajara region. The project was implemented in the years of 2016-2019. Program packages
Flex (Fieldworks Language Explorer and Elan) were used for interdisciplanry research and processing of
language data. Accumulated experience singled out the following urgent needs:

- It is necessary to use unprecedented possibilities of modern programming package FLEX for
language data management in order to ensure digitalization of Georgian language, availability of
grammar structures and understanding of their natural character; and also to ensure integration and
adapatation of Georgian language into language tools that correspond to international standards.

- To develop and refine the program in the future taking into account structural specifics of
Georgian language, specific grammar categories (ergatic structures, polypersonality, tense-aspects, tense
endings, functions of prefixes, possessive case, semantic nuances of passive voice, etc.);

- Comparison of various viewpoints and terms regarding different issues of Georgian grammar;

- Prioritization of issues to be studied. Lignusitic variety of Kartvelian languages and digitalization
of Abkhazian language can become one of the first priorities, perfect description of separate dialects of
these languages, creation of linguocultural archives that will become part of state language strategy.
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