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This article examines the coins beaten before the formation of the Ilkhanate
state, namely coins minted on behalf of the supreme Mongol khakns by Mongolian
governors, called kaaniki. Only after the second Mongol campaign, starting from
1239 to 1256, Azerbaijan began to be governed by governors appointed by the Great
Mongol Khakan.! In the occupied countries, the Mongols eliminated the loca state
system of government. The Shirvanshahs state, who suffered from the Mongol
attacks, could hardly maintain their own existence. A.A. Ali-zadeh points out that
before the formation of the Ilkhanate state, during the reign of the great Mongol
khans - Ogedel Khan, Giyik Khan and Mongke Khan, the territory of Iran,
Azerbaijan, Armeniaand Georgiawas ruled by governors appointed by the supreme
Mongol khan-kaan.? It is to this period that the coins of the governors of the
Mongolian Khakans, the so-called "kaaniki", occupation dirhams belong. Jalagania
I.L., A.M. Rgabli, H.F. Mushegyan, M.A. Seifeddini describe the first anonymous
Mongolian coins broken on behalf of the great kaan with the image of a bow or a
galoping horseman. Thefirst Mongolian coins lacked the name of the supremeruler,
he is mentioned in the inscription only with the honorary title "great kaan".

Inthe 9issues of E.A. Pakhomov "Coin hoards of Azerbaijan and other republics,
territories and regions of the Caucasus' contain coin hoards containing coins of the
Gengizids,- 441, 442, 850,852, 854, 858,1136, 1143, 1146, 1155, 1162. Among the
coins of the Gengizids found in the Caucasus, there are often coins of the Gengizids
Mongke Khan, broken in Tiflis. The analysis of the composition of coin hoards
shows that the coins of the Gengizids were circulated along with the coins of the
Sultanate of Rum, Artuqids, Christian-lIlkhanate coins. On the eve of the Mongol
invasion of the Caucasus, copper coins of the Aghlabids of Derbent, Shirvanshahs
and Eldiguzids circulated in the monetary circulation of Azerbaijan. Their minting
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coincided with the period of the so-called "silver crisis' that engulfed most of the
countries of the East.® The coins of the Gengizids supplemented the monetary
circulation of the Caucasus with afull-fledged silver coin.

The Museum of the History of Azerbaijan of ANAS houses kaaniks minted in
Ganja, Nakhichevan, Urmia and Tabriz. Here is a photo of an anonymous coin of
the Gengizids from the collection of the Museum of the History of Azerbaijan, min-
ted in Tabriz, silver, dirhem 651 y.h., inventory number NF 33631 (photo).
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