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The Cult of Tyche-Fortuna on the Territory of Georgia of Late Antiquity

Tyche-Fortuna was the goddess of fortune. Her cult was associated with fertility, abundance, human
destiny. She was one of the most common deities in ancient glyptics. From the very beginning, people
regarded Tyche-Fortuna as a companion of human life. She was revered as Antioch, Alexandria’s patron
saint. The paper studies and analyzes the artefacts related to the cult of Tychhe-Fortuna found on the
territory of Georgia. Research has shown that the deity Tyche-Fortuna was one of the most widespread
cults in late ancient Iberia-Colchis, which is the result of political and cultural relations with the Greco-
Roman world. In late antiquity, the Black Sea coast of Colchis was part of the Roman province of Pontus,
and eastern Georgia - Kartli (Iberia) was a friend and ally of Rome. The images of the deity can be found

on works of art (Mtskheta, Armaziskhevi tomb 199 Ne6, on the bottom of a silver bowl, Il ¢c. A.D., Tyche-

10



Fortuna image on the bottom of a silver plate from Tsikhisdziri cemetery II-I1l cc. A.D. as well as on a
silver bracelet found in (Pitsunda, Pitsunda Cemetery Ne345 (Legionnaire’s Tomb), I1-111 centuries AD) and
glyptic monuments. Prints with Tyche -Fortuna images have been recorded in Mtskheta, Urbnisi, Zhinvali,
Kldeeti, Bori, Gonio-Apsaros... Intaglios with the image of the deity are made of: carnelian, chalcedony,
jasper, topaz ... which are inserted into iron, bronze, silver and gold rings. It is noteworthy that the cult of
Tyche-Fortuna is mainly prevalent in urban centers. From the above, we can conclude that Tyche-Fortuna
was popular among all layers of the population, and in our opinion, mainly among the Romanized

population.




Lboé. 1. 93¢ oboggl Logombgemols L. 2. obg-gmOEvbsl Jobgs3gds
(3.9 ITI 1s.) Boge 8gddboeo Fobgls 35¢%03560L 897306
J960053g00L 3m3om (sb.§. T U.).

35¢03560L INBgmdo

b4, 56EMbobyL 3ombol (138-161 §F.)
(74 %.) 57 9Mo. GombEB0bs »IMMLoLs s
ROAMBSL gsdmbsbmmgdom (141 §.)

b6.5. gd@odon bgzgmliol smegmlo 11)6.6. 5GOLESMIg 3MEboEIEOl EGMJds
196-197 {i§;. d3.§. 51-52 §i§. ©s3%Bsgdvyemo 396bs6
3m9bob dog® ,,Numismatic Chronicle*

Lye. 8. 359 IV (56853000900L ©obsbios, bm©.9. Gobgl mbgb ngpbggbb
d3.9. 37-2 §i§}.) 3963brol dmbg@s 699607-0500¢56

12



L. 9. Lsdo Gobgl godmlisbryegds by, 10. 3mbLEBSBE0BM3MmErols GHoby
@3mol dxbgmdosb (ob.. 160 §.) (ob.§. IV 1-0ob 30-0560 fergdo)
Lsbgedfogm gmdode:0wsb

bye. 11. Bobg-gme @bl g5a3mbsbemergds b6.12. BHobg-gmOEMBL gsdmbsbryemgds 3gMiberols
3963bwol Bosol Bi3gMbY (b.§. ILL.)  @byMol doHbg dmmsgligdryero 99seombowsb
(3635%oLbgzo Ne6 Lods®bo) (9b.§). II b-0b deag@-IIT -0l EsLsHyolo)

(gobobdomob gs6d0)

13



L. 13. 396HEbaeols LodZEsMMO EHobY-BMOEHMBSL
259mbsbryengdoom (sb.§. II- III Lb.) do3goborols
L50s0mgboll Ne345 Lsdsdbo

L@, 14. Lseombols 0bGswom @obg- L. 15. Lsdombols 0bGowom @obg-

ROOEHMBL go8mbsbvegdom 39MEberols A0OEGHMBL go8mlisbregdoo mddml

8939930. 1353MZHML Lsds®mzabo Ne605 3939080. bzgBHosbmzgwo IV, Ne6 LsdsGbo
LsdsGbo (sb.§. I L.) (ob.§. 11 L.)

14



b6.16. GobY-BMOEB-©ggEHML
259mbobeamgd0s6o LoMrombols
06@semom 3060l dg3gdo
b39G0EbMZEoL RGO Ne46
LsdsGbo (sb.§.I11L.)

b6, 17. Gobg-gm®EMBb godmbobomwgdosbo
6560b6x0LBgho GHM35BoL 0bEswom ymbom-
sgLIOMLOEH (sb.§. II-III Lb.)

15



