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Saba Metreveli
A Lament of David Guramishvili ... "Where Am I Buried! The Mortal Flesh Is Rot..."
The 230 Anniversary of David Guramishvili’s Death

Wherever fate took him, how often the turmoil in Georgia or his own misfortunes made him
cry out from the depths of his heart: "Woe is me." As a youth Guramishvili was forced to leave his
native Saaragvo and seek refuge in Lamiskana, but eventually he was captured by the Lezghians.
They asked for a ransom, but Guramishvili had no one who could ransom him, and so they decided to
sell him. The poet managed to escape and made his way to Moscow in 1729. He joined the entourage
of King Vakhtang VI in their Russian exile. Another "misfortune" for him was the king’s death. As a
Russian subject, he spent 22 years fighting in some of the European campaigns of the time and was a
prisoner of the Prussians. While being in captivity, he had lost his residence and bitterly sobbed
about it. He retired in poor health and settled in the estate granted to him at Mirgorod in Ukraine. He
was often grieved in his old age by the lack of heirs. and the "loss of his patrimonial estate." He passed
away at the age of 87. As he had to flee the family estate and seek refuge abroad, he saw his presence
there as a forced exile. He once also indicated the location of his final resting place at the family
cemetery, either in Zedazeni or Shiomgvime. However, he was not destined to be buried in his native
land.

It has been 230 years since David Guramishvili passed away. Until now, we have not been able
to realize the poet’s wish to be buried in his native land. In 1946, the documentary film "David
Guramishvili" inspired Ukrainians to begin their efforts to uphold the poet's legacy. Scientists actively
searched for his grave. A state commission was also established, which by an extraordinary act
confirmed the location of the resting place, and a monument was erected at this place, although some
consider it a symbolic grave. There are legitimate questions about the authenticity of the act. The
possibility could not be excluded that the document was drafted with political bias. In order to solve
the issue, this act must be a subject of much study, but it is unclear who would perform it. The claim
made by D. Kosarik that the church watchman pointed to the supposed burial of David Guramishvili
is not quite accurate as there used to be a castiron slab bearing the inscription "Prince David
Guramof”, but for 150 years, someone could replace it. Therefore, the identity of this grave becomes
doubtful. Besides this, Guramishvili had no descendants, so it is impossible to compare the DNA data
of his remains. Currently, there is a war in his second homeland. The Russian bomb also reached
Mirgorod. Guramishvili's reburial requires the goodwill of the two states. Right now, bringing up this

issue for various reasons will encourage political speculations.
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