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Judeo-Georgian as a Constituent Part of the Georgian Linguistic Space and of Jewish
L anguages

Abstract

Traditional scholarship treated Judeo-Georgian as a variety of Georgian language and the research
primarily dealt with its peculiarities aswell as differences and similarities between Judeo-Georgian, standard
Georgian and Georgian dialects. Theresearch aimed at defining the status of Judeo-Georgian in the Georgian
linguistic space. In other words, scholarstried to answer the question whether it was adialect of the Georgian
language, a subdialect of Georgian dialects, ethnolect or ethnosociolect. Recently, linguistic study of Judeo-
Georgian has acquired new dimensions. It istreated not only as a variety of Georgian language but as one of
the varieties of Jewish languages as well. Common features of Jewish language varieties identified by
comparative Jewish linguistic studies is also peculiar to Judeo-Georgian too. Consequently, Judeo-Georgian
is currently being studied in comparison with other Jewish languages. Theoretical understanding of Judeo-
Georgian took a new turn in the 21% century. Needless to say, the question regarding the status of Judeo-
Georgian speech is still relevant from the standpoint of Georgian dialectology but it is also urgent to explore
it from the perspective of comparative Jewish linguistic studies.

Judeo-Georgian can be classified as a language only conditionally but it can be regarded as a Jewish
language variety similar to Jewish English.
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