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Constantine B. L ern er (Jerusalem)

Towards the feasible location of the “Arian Kartli ”

( Summary)

Preface
Documented political history of ancient K’art’velian (Georgian) tribes can be traced back to the
second half of the XII c. BCE. Beginning from that time and up to the IX c. BCE some K’art’velian
tribes — Meschi (Akkad. Mushku, Greek Mosoch); Taochi (Akkad. Dayenu, Hurrian Diauchi) and
Kolchi (Akkad. Kilxi, Greek Kolxis) are mentioned in the royal inscriptions of the Assytian kings - in
the military inscriptions by Tiglath-Piliser I ( 1115-1079) and his descendants.
Thus, if the split of the Common K’art’velian Unity began on the eve of the 4-3 millennium BCE (Th.
Gambkrelidze), than up to historical period, when military and political activity of these tribes was
fixed in Assyrian documents, they had just passed long way of socio-political consciousness. And if so,
it was no accidentally that in Assyrian documents were reflected some elements of statehood already
existing among K’art’velian tribes. So, for example, from the inscriptions by Tiglath-Piliser we know
the name of one of the Kings of Taochi — S e n i; on the other hand the same Assyrian king remarks,
that 20 000 Mushku army invaded Assyria was under the command “of five kings”... This ancient
period from the history of K’art’velian tribes absolutely lacks in Georgian historical sources. The sole
allusion to this near-eastern stage of K’art’velian history seems to be preserved in compile chronicle
“The Conversion of K’art’li” containing the vague notion of ‘Arian K’art’li’. The Chelishi manuscript
(13 c. CA) of the Chronicle in the middle of the text preserves an anonymous colophon indicated the
character of the compilation itself: “All of the above has been described selectively”. This remark
evidently presupposes a large collection of manuscripts in disposal of ancient compiler, yet none of
these sources preserved or even is known from other historical works. Below I will discuss the

possible historical matter of the “Arian K’art;li”.
Arian Kart;li and Gaci

According to the ancient compile Georgian chronicle — “The Conversion of Kartli”, first royal
dynasty in the eastern Georgian State of Kartli by its provenance was from allegedly legendary
country of Arian Kartli:“This Azo, son of the king of the Arian Kartli, set out for Arian
Kartli, to his father and fetched eight households and ten households of his father’s kinsmen and
settled in Old Mcxeta”. Nothing more concerning this state — Arian K’art’li — is known. Yet by this
legend some representative of the Kartvelian tribal aristocracy received help from this country and

founded dynasty in the new state... So, this Chronicle (evidently based on some existed yet not



preserved sources) presents different version of founding of the eastern Georgian — Kartlian State
which is described in “The History of K’art’li” and relates a legend concerning the ‘history’ of the
Parnavazid dynasty in K’art’li.

Of the same origin from Arian Kartli appears to be the deity of the royal pagan pantheon of Kartli:
“... and his (of Azo — C. L.) Gods were the idols Gaci and Gaim”. Almost seven centuries later the
same idol — Gaci - still stood in Armazi gorge and author of “The Life of St. Nino” sow it
immediately before Christianization of Kartli in the 30-ies of the IV c. :” Bechold, there stood a man,
made of cooper ( Armazi —C. L.) ...At its right hand was another idol, of gold, and its name was
Gaci... and these were Gods to your fathersin Arian Kartli”. Seemingly, this passage in the
Chronicle and in “The Life of St. Nino” had the same extinct historical source.

The name of the God makes it possibly to interpret the notion of the country itself. So, Gac-i seems to
be historically real deity of the Near-Eastern origin. His name is mentioned in Assyrian cuneiform
inscription from the XIX c. BCE : “I, Ititi, supreme judge and the son of Ininbala dedicated this
from the my booty of Gatsura to the Goddess Inini”. Thus, in the II mill. BCE in the some land
neighbor to Assyria existed the temple of Gac, which had been conquered by Assyrian officer Ititi.
On the other hand, the central province of the Hurrit state of Mitani (or Matiene) was named after
this deity — Gacura. So, Gac must be real Hurrian deity. The State of Matiena vanished in the XIV c.
BCE and the territory of former Hurrit state in the Akkadian sources was named —Nairi. This
place name appears in Assyrian Royal Inscriptions since the XIII c. BCE.

The region of Nairi, located between Lake Van on the North-West and the Lake Urmia in the
South-East, was populated by a particular groups of tribal principalities and for centuries became an
object of hostilities between Hitities and Assyrians for control over the remnants of the former
kingdom of Mitani. As analysis of the Assyrian inscription shows, among this tribal principalities
were some Kartvelian tribes also. So Assyrian King Tiglath-Piliser I in his inscriptions declares:

“ 1 <...>conquered the extensive land Nairi to the land Dayenu”; and more : “ I conquered the
extensive land Nairi from the land Tammu to the land Dayenu and to the Upper Sea in the West”.
So, Kartvelian tribe Ta o xi is supposed in North-West part of Nairi in Eastern vicinity of the Lake
Van (left oh the picture). According to other inscriptions of the same king, in this region in the
upper basin of the Tigris river at the same period inhabited other Kartvelian tribe — Musku (i.e.
Mesxi): “ In my accession year: 20 000 Musku with their five kings crossed the river, came dawn and
captured the land Kadmuhu <...>”; Other king says: “ I crossed the Tigris and approached the land
Kadmuhu. I received the tax and tribute of the lands Kadmuhu and Musku”(IX c. BCE)...

Thus, the inscriptions under discussion show that at the end of the II mill. BCE some Kartvelian
tribes — Mesxi, Taoxi ( and it is not unlikely —some others) dwelt in Nairi, on the territory of
former Mitani. They there perceived the cult of Hurrit deity and later implanted it in the new
state —in Kartli. Ancient Georgian geographicterm Arian evidently means this territory
and as a matter of fact represents reverse reading of the latter -Nairi gives Arian by the way
of some specific metathesis; almost as like as Sumero- Akkadian Goddess Inana in Kartlian
pantheon became Ainina.

Thus, the ‘Arian Kartli’ turns out real geo-political concept symbolizing the ancient middle-eastern
history of Kartvelians and Kartvelian statehood. Indeed, “The History of Kartli” founding of the State
of Kartli dates from the Hellenistic period and emphasizes political dependence of Kartli from the

Selevkid kings: “And P’rnavaz was subject to Antiochos, king of Asurastan”. The same is sad for



second (Saurmag) and third (Mirvan) kings of P’arnavazid dynasty. At that time the Arian Kartli
points to the II mill. BCE ... In the light of such contradiction between the two legends the political
unit came into existence at confluence of two rivers — Kura and Aragvi — in the Hellenistic time may

be regarded the New Kartvelian State.

Application

The name of the god -G ac seems to be preserved in Armenian place name A ra g a c, designating
the mount of 4 000 meter, located 42 kilometer west to the city of Erevan (Urartian — Erebuni).
Taking in account, that this volcanic complex as a matter of fact points to the northern
geographical limit of Nairi ( and more earlier — of Mitani) one can assume, that the mount was
named after the Hurrit deity: Mount Gac. And if so, than in modern Armenia and in Armazi

pantheon in Kartli we can see common Hurrit heritage.

Koucrantun b. Jlepuep

(Uepycanum)

BosmoxxHas smokanmmsanusa crpaHbl Apuman Kaprawm

(Pesome)

ITpemucnoBue

JloKyMeHTHPOBaHHYIO IIOJIUTUYECKYIO HCTOPHIO PeBHETPY3HHCKUX TIJIeMeH MOXHO ITPOC/IeIUTh
co Bropo#i monoBuHE! Il TeIcAueneTns o H. 5. Haunnas ¢ aToro Bpemenu u Bunots 1o IX B. 7o H. 3.
3TH IIJIeMeHa HeOJHOKPAaTHO YIIOMMHAIOTCS B TOXOZHBIX HAIIHMCAX aCCUPUMCKUX 1apeii. Tak,
Hanpumep, Bexnukomy uapio Turiaar-ITunucep I(1115- 1079) u ero npeeMHUKaM Ha IPOTSKEHUU
6oJIee ABYXCOT JIET IPUXOLUIIOCH OOPOTHCS C TpeMs KapTBeJIbCKUMU IIJIEMEHHBIMU OObe IMHEHUAMU.
B MHOTOUMCIEeHHBIX TOXOAHBIX Haanucax Turnar-IInmucepa oTpakeHsI ero sSKCIeAUITUN IIPOTUB
KOJIXOB, TAOXOB U Mecx0B...M eciu cunraTts, 4TO pacmaz oble-KapTBeIbCKOrO STHO-IUATeKTHOTO
eIVHCTBA IPUXOAUTCA Ha pyOex 4 — 3 Teicaueneruii mo H. 3. (T. amxpenuzze, B. ViBanos), To kK0
BpeMeHH, KOTa aCCUPHIICKIe IAMATHUKU (PUKCHPYIOT BOEHHO-TIOJINTUYECKYI0 aKTUBHOCTD STHX
IUIEMeH, OHHU yXKe JOJDKHBI ObLIN IIPONTH JJIUTEIbHBIN ITyTh OOIeCTBEHHOTO pasBuTu. [lostomy
accupuiCKHe JOKYMeHTHI HeCay4JaifHO OTpaXKaloT HalU4ure Cpefi dTUX IIeMeH 3JIeMeHTOB
TOCYZApCTBEHHOTO yCTPOICTBa. Tak, HampuMep, MBI y3HaeM UM OJHOTO U3 Iapeii TaoxoB — CeHn,
kotoporo Turmar-Ilumucep mieHu u npuses B cBoo cronuiy Auryp. C npyroif CTOpoHEL, IO
3amevaHuIo Toro e maps, 20 000-oit apMueit MecxoB, BTOpTHYyBIIeHCs B ACCHPHIO, “KOMaHZ0BaIN
IIATH Lapeil MecxoB®...
OTOT ApeBHEHIINI, MECOTIOTAMCKUH, IepPUOJ, KAPTBEIbCKOM MCTOPUU ITOYTU HAYUCTO OTCYTCTBYET B
TPY3HHCKUX JIETONUCAX. EAVHCTBEHHBIM HCKIIOUEeHUEM SIBJIAeTCA KPAaTKasd KOMIMIATUBHAA XPOHHUKA
“Ob6pauenue Kaprin ,“ B koTopoii MeapKoM ymoMuHaercs Hekas crpaHa Apuan Kapriau. B
YeUIICKOM CIHCKe DTOH JIETOIIHUCH, IIePEeIIICAHHOM C ApeBHero ncroyHuka B 13 B. B Mepycantume, B
KpecToBoM MOHacTBIpe, B cepeiiHe TEKCTa COIEPXKUTCA AHOHMMHAA IIOMHHAJIbHAA 3aIIUCh: BCe 5TO
ONKCAHO BBHIOOPOUHO.“ MlHade roBOps, B PaCIOPSKEHUU APEBHETO KOMIIMIATOPA, OY€BUIHO, NMEJICT

HEKOTOPBII;'I Ha60p UCTOPUYECKUX NCTOYHNKOB, HU OAVH N3 KOTOPBIX HE COXpaHUJICA U, JAXKe, He



M3BEeCTeH U3 Ipyrux ynomuHaHuil. Ho B Tex pegkux ciryyasx, KOTZa Bce-TaKH yzaercs 6osee wIn
MeHee peaINCTUYHO NHTePIIPeTUPOBATh KaKOM-Tn00 SIIN30/ U3 ApeBHEl YaCTH 3TOH XPOHUKH, Iepe],
HaMH pacKphIBaeTCs HOBad MCTOpHYecKad mepcrekTrBa. OJHUM M3 TaKUX STIM307I0B U OKa3bIBAETCS

yIOMUHaeMas B XpoHuKe crpaHa Apuan Kaptin.
Apuan Kapraun u Tar

ITo coobieHuo0 [peBHETPY3HHCKON KOMIUIATUBHON XpoHuky “O6pamenue Kapriu®, mepsas
IJapcKas JUHACTUA BOCTOYHO-TPY3MHCKOTO rocyzapcrsa Kapriu mpoucxoauiaa U3 JiereHIapHOM
crpasl Apuau Kaprau:“3Dror Aso, cera naps Apuan Kapriu, momen B Apuan Kapriy, x
OTILy CBOEMY, IIpHBeJI BOCEMb JOMOB U JeCATh JOMOB poAudeil oToBCKUX U cest B Crapoit Mirxera”.
Bospure Huuero o6 sToii cTpaHe He u3BecTHO. OMHAKO ACHO, YTO HEKUH ITpeICTaBUTENIb KapT-
BEJIbCKOM IIJIEMEHHOM apUCTOKPAaTHUH ITOTYYMJI KAKyI0-TO IIOMOIb M3 3TOM CTPaHbl XU OCHOBAJ
OVHACTHIO B HOBOM rocygapctse... T. e. Halla XpOHUKA COEPXKHUT UHYIO BEPCHIO (GOPMUPOBAHUA
Kaprauiickoro mapcTsa, 3aMeTHO OTJIMYAIONIYIOCA OT JIETEHABI O MIXeTCKOM xuTese IlapHaBase,
HallleJIIeM KJIaJ, ¥ CTaBlIeM mapeM B MIiixera, KOTOPyIO pacCKa3bIBaeT OCHOBHAA IPY3HHCKASL
nerornucs JKusus Kapriu .“ B pacnopspkeHuu coctaBuTesis Halred KOMITHIISITUN OYEBUIHO
HaXOZMJICSA KaKON-TO He U3BECTHBII B HACTOAIee BpeMsI UCTOPUYECKHI HCTOYHUK. .

Cyza o 3ToMy e 31307y, TOTO JKe IIPOUCXOX/IEeHUA OKa3bIBAeTCA U OZUH U3 HO0JIOB
KapT/IMICKOTO IJapCKOro sg3bI4eckoro nmanteoHa [an: “ VI 6s1u pu HeM (mmpu A30 IO BBIXOJE U3
Apuan Kapriau — K. JI.) 6oramu uzposs! I'aiy u 'aum .“ Crycra 700 et mocte o6pasoBaHust
Kapraniickoro mapcrsa Huno ( miu aBrop “Kutus c8. HuHo®) Buzena aToro uzosa B ypouuiie
Apwmasu HakaHyHe XpUCTHaHu3auuy cTpaHsl B 30-bIX roflax 4eTBEepTOro BeKa: - M1 BOT, CTOUT UAO0I
MeJIHbIH, 1 UM eMy ApMa3, a CITpaBa OT HeTrO HJOJI U3 30JI0Ta M UMA eMy [ a1, a ceBa OT Hero
uIos cepebpeHHBbIH 1 UM ero ['a, KoTopsie 6p11H Goramu oT1OB Bamux B Apuan Kaprau .“

U sro ABHAA IUTaTa, KOTOpas IEePEeKIUKAETCA C IIpeAuIecTByomei Kommuranuei. Viau ckopee umeer
C Heif 00IIMIT yTpadYeHHbII HCTOYHUK, B KOTOPOM OBLIA M3JI0)KEeHA APEBHAA UCTOPUA KapTBEIbCKUX
mwiemeH. Bmecre ¢ TeM, caMo uMsa 60xecTBa IIO3BOJIAET CAeIaTh HEKOTOpHIE IIpe/IIOI0KEeHU
OTHOCHTEIPHO CaMOH CTPaHBL.

I''a 1, Bumumo, ObLI peasbHBIM 60XKeCTBOM OIMKHEBOCTOYHOTO IIpoucxoxaenus. Ero nmsa
YIIOMHMHAeTCs B aCCUPUICKOi Hagmucu 19-ro B. 1o H. 3.: “fI, iTuTH, BepXOBHBIH CyZba U CBIH
Wuunbana, 310 U3 Moeil [0OBIYN U3 COKPOBUITHUIIGI ['ani-a 1OXKepTBOBA BepXOBHOM Goruue Muane.
Takum o6pa3oM, B Hauasie BTOPOTO THICAY. [0 H. 3. B HEKOH CTpaHe, COCeCTBYIoMel ¢ Accupuei,
HaxoAMICA XpaM 6ora I'air, KOTOpBIH GBI 3aXBaYeH aCCUPUHCKIM BOEHAYaIbHIKOM.

C mpyroii CTOPOHBI, U3BECTHO, YTO IIeHTpaIbHAA IIPOBUHIIUA TOCYJAPCTBA XyppUToB — MuTtanu (ugu
MaTuensr) HasbIBasach l'al —ypa, 04eBHHO, II0 MIMEHU XyppUTCcKoro 6ora. CaMo 5TO rocysapcTBO
IO/ yJapaMH XeTTOB I1ajio B 14-0M B. IO H. 3., @ TEPPUTOPU OBIBIIETO XyPPUTCKOTO IIAPCTBA B
aCCHPUICKUX UCTOYHUKAX CTaja M3BeCTHA Iof uMeHeM H a 1 p u. DTOT MaKpOTOIIOHUM B
KJIMHOIIMCHBIX MTAMATHUKAX BCTpedaeTcs yxe ¢ 13-ro B. 1o H. 3..

Ora oOmMpHas rOpHas CTpaHA, pacroyoxeHHasd B Bepxueit Mecomoramuu Mexay osepamu Ban Ha
ceBepo-3amazie ¥ Y pMHA Ha IOTO-BOCTOKE U HaCeJIeHHAs Pa3IMYHbIMU IUIEMEHHBIMH 00BbeHe-
HHUAMY, Ha IPOTSKEHUHU BeKOB OCTABAJIACh apeHO# 60psOBI MeXX Ty XeTTCKOM 1 ACCHUPUNCKOM
HMIIEpUAMH, CTPEMHUBIIMMUCS K TOCIIOZICTBY HaJl TePPUTOpHeil GBIBIIErO TOCYJapCTBa XYPPUTOB.

Kaxk cBuzeTebCTByeT aHAIN3 IIOXOAHBIX HAAMUCEH aCCHUPUIICKUX I[apeii, Cpeu MHOXKeCTBa IIEMEeH,



HacesgBmux Hawpwu, 6bLIu U KapTBeJbCKUe IJIeMeHa. Tak, ofiHa U3 Haamuced napsa Turaat-
IMunucepa I (1115 -1079) rmacut: “ f <...> momres IOXOZOM IIPOTUB IIPOCTpaHHOU cTpaHsl Haupu
no semuu [laiteny “; u eme: ” f 3aBoeBas obmupHyto crpany Haupu ot crpansr Tymmy mo semiau
[Haiteny u no Bepxzero mops Ha 3amaze”. Bepxuee Mope B aCCUpUHCKHAX HAANMUCAX OOO3HAYaeT
o3epo BaH, Torga xak Yeproe Mope HaspiBaeTcs Borpmum, a Cpegusemuoe - JIMBaHCKUM; ILIeMs
[aiteny, kax eme B 50-bIX rozax nmpomioro Beka nokaszan I'. MenukumrBuiy, mogpasyMeBaeT
KapTBelIbCcKoe IIeMsI Taox0oB. 1. 0. B 12- 11 BB. 10 H. 3. IIJIeMA TAOXOB IIPELIIOIaraeTcs B CeBepo-
3amagHoM yacTu crpansl Haupu, Ha BocTouHOM Gepery o3epa Baw.

CorracHO ApyTOi HAAIIMCH TOTO Ke Iaps, B ToH ke cTpaHe Hawupu, B BepxHeM TeueHuu p. Turp B Ty
e 3II0XY IIPOXXHUBAJIO JPyroe KapTBeJIbCKOe IJIEMA — MYIIKY, T. €. MECXHU: B rofi MOero BOI[apeHH:
20 000 Myurky ¢ uX IATBHIO IAPAMHU CITyCTHJINCH C TOp M 3axBaTuM cTpaHy Kaamyxy...fl Boesan c
20 000 ux BomHOB... “ .C 5TUM IIEMEHHBIM 00BbeJUHEHUEM (CPB., TIATh LIapeil’) BOeBaIU U JpyTHe
napu Accupuu. Tak, B cepeiHe AeBATOTO BeKa /0 H. 9. Iaps Amryp- Hacpu-Amnn II cooburaer : ”
mepeires yepe3 peky Turp u nmpubiausuics k crpaHe Kagmyxy. f momyunn Hamoru u 1aHp U3 CTPaHbL
Kagmyxy u Mymxy”. T. e. mremMs MyLIKy IIpefoaraeTcs Ije-To B BEpXHeM Te4eHUH THurpa. ..

Wrax, cyss 1o 5TUM HAAIKCAM, ellle B KOHIIE BTOPOTO THICAYE/IeTHS KapTBeJbCKHe IIJIeMeHa TA0XOB
U MecXOB (M, BUAUMO, U APYTHe) IPOXUBAIK B cTpaHe Haupu, B pernoHe GbIBIIEH CTPaHbI XypPPUTOB.
VIMeHHO 3/1€Ch OHU MOTJIM BOCIIPUHATH KYJIBT XyPPHUTCKOTO Oora I'all, KOTOpBIii 3aTeM ObLI IIepeHeceH
B HOBOE IIAPCTBO. YTO 3Ke KacaeTcs caMOro JpeBHETPy3HHCKOTO reorpaduiecKoro repMuHa A p 1 a H,
TO OH, II0 BCell BUAUMOCTH, IIpe/ICTaBIAeT CO00i 0OpaTHOe IPOYTeHUe aKaJCKOTO MaKpPOTOIIOHUMA

H a u p u, moxy4yeHHOe B pe3yIbTaTe CBOETO poja MeTaressl. I1o cyTu fea Tak »ke, KaK UM ITyMepo-
aKKazckoit 6oruHu VM Ha Ha B IPy3MHCKOM IIaHTEOHe IIPeBPaTUIOCh B AMH U H a.

BosBpamasace k OTME4eHHOMY BBIIIE IIPOTHBOPEYHIO MEX/AY ABYMA JeTeHIaMu ocHOBaHUA Kap-
TIMICKOTO IIapCTBa, MOXKHO 3aMeTUTB, YTO JlereH a o nape [lapHaBase ocHOBaHUe IIapCTBa JATHPYeET
3-4 BB. 10 H. 5. ¥ TOYEPKUBAeT 3aBUCUMOCTS nuHactuu [lapuaBasuznos ot CeneBkuzckoit Cupun: “U
cryskun [TapraBas AntHOXy, mapio Accupuiickomy.“ To e camoe roBopurcs o BTopoM (Caypmare) u
tpeTbeM (Mupuane) napsax AUHACTUU. B To BpeMs Kak ynmoMuHaHue crpansl ApuaH Kaptiau u ee maps
CyllleCTBOBaHME TPY3UHCKOI TOCyJapCTBEHHOCTH OTHOCHUT ke Ko II Teicauenernio 1o H. 3. M Ha
3TOM (pOHE ITOIUTHIECKYIO eJUHHUILY, COOPMHPOBABUIYIOCA B SJUIMHHCTUYECKYIO SIIOXY Y CAUSHUA

pex Kypsr u Aparsu u usBecTHy!o Kak Kapriuiickoe 11apcTBo, MOXXHO Ha3BaTh HOBBIM 1IapCTBOM.
IIpunoxenue

Wwmsa xyppurckoro 6ora I a 11, BUZMMO, COXpPaHUIOCh B OZHOM U3 JAPEBHUX TOIOHUMOB. B 42-x kM.
K 3amazgy ot T. EpeBan ( ypaprckuii — OpeGyHM) BO3BbILIAETCS 4-X KUTIOMETPOBBIH TOPHBIH KOMILIEKC,
KOTOpBIH Ha3biBaeTca A paraui. BcoBpeMeHHON apMeHHCTHKe STUMOJIOTHSA STOTO TOIOHWMA
cunuTaercsa yrepasHHoi. OZHAKO, eCIU IIPUHATH BO BHUMAHMe, YTO 3TOT BYJIKAHUYECKHUH KOMILIEKC
(bakxTuyecKu 3HAMEHyeT CeBepHBIH reorpaduyueckoii npezesn crpansl Havpu ( a B IpeBHOCTH — CTpaHBbI
MuTaHu), TO BIIOJTHE MOXKHO IIPEIIOIOKUTE, YTO TOPHBIH KOMIIZIEKC GBI Ha3BaH B 4ecTh Oora: ['opa
I'a . A ecnu, Tak, TO Ha TEPPUTOPUH COBPEMEHHON APMEHHUH U B KaPTJIUUCKOM A3BIYECKOM

IIaHTE€OHE MblI BUAVM 06111;66 XYPPHUTCKOE Hacienue.



