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Abstract

Turkey became a candidate for EU membership in 1999, and negotiations on its accession
began in 2005. Despite all this, due to a number of problems, the Council of the European
Union decided on December 15, 2021 to suspend - temporarily freeze the negotiations on
Turkey's accession to the European Union. And yet, while preparing to enter the European
Union, during these long years, the country's government took into account the
requirements and standards of the European Union. According to the radically changed
political course of the country's ruling party, attention was paid to the languages and dialects
in Turkey. As a result, departments of Kurdish and two Caucasian languages - Circassian and

Georgian languages and literature were admitted to regional universities.

Today, there are departments of Caucasian languages and cultures in the four universities of
Turkey - Kars, Ardahan, Rize and Duzje, majoring in Georgian language and literature. The
charter of Artvin University includes the opening of a department of Caucasology, but so far
this direction has not been implemented. In 2005, for the first time, a department of
Georgian language and literature was opened at the Caucasus Kars University, and since the
2006 academic year, it has also accepted students. The Charter of the University of Ardahan
provided for the opening of the Department of Georgian Language and Literature in 2008. In
2010, Recep Tayyip Erdogan Rize University and in 2013 Duzje University were allowed to
have departments of Caucasian languages. Duzje University accepted students the same year,

and the student semester at Rize University began in 2016.

The Department of Georgian Language and Literature at Duzje University has the advantage
over the other three centers that it has two levels of teaching, both bachelor's and master's.
Also here, in 2013, for the first time in Turkey, the second Caucasian language, Circassian
language and literature department was launched, where all three levels of education
function: bachelor's, master's and doctoral. In 2018, the second department of Circassian

languages, namely Kabardian language and literature, has been opened at Kayseri Ergies



University. The teachers of the Department of Circassian Language in Duzje are professors
from the University of Maikop in the Republic of Adige, who are well acquainted with the
Caucasus School of Georgia. They are esteemed women who have defended their
dissertations in Thilisi. The Department of Circassian Language is closely connected with the
Department of Caucasology of Tbilisi State University and Circassia Culture Center. We must
mention also the great role of diasporas in general in the establishment of chairs of the

respective Caucasian languages.

We tried to open a department of Georgian language at Sakaria University in Adafazar, but
so far we have not succeeded. Duzje University is actively preparing to open a third
Caucasian language, the department of Abkhazian language and literature. There was also an
attempt to establish a chair of the Lazish language in the structure of Duzje University. But
due to some procedural problems, this issue was stopped. It should be noted here that
Georgian and Lazish languages were also taught as optional subjects at Bosporus University,

Turkey's number one.

In addition, the Ministry of National Education of Turkey 2013-2014 According to the
decision, the teaching of Circassian, Lazish, Abkhazian and Georgian languages was allowed
as an optional subject in secondary and theological schools of Turkey. This information was
broadcast on Georgian television. There were only two schools willing to learn the Georgian
language throughout Turkey. These are village of Sakarya province Nurosmanye and Artvin

township Murghul secondary schools.

"Golden Fleece" order was awarded to Erdal Kuchuk and Kevser Ruhi for their contribution
to the preparation and approval of the Georgian language teaching program in secondary

schools in Turkey.



Immediately after the end of the democratic opening and solution process, even before the
pandemic, in the schools Circassian, Lazish, Abkhazian and Georgian classes were not

opened.
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