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Grigol Jokhadze
Ilia State University (Tbilisi)
Towards One Biblical Symbol and Allusion in the Historical Narrative of David the Builder
Abstract

The paper deals with the images of animals and their role and significance in the Georgian Medieval
Historical Narrative. European intellectuals opposed Man, created in God’s Image, after His likeness,
to animals, as the subordinates, defective and sometimes the evil creatures. One could concede that
this attitude was popular in Georgia too.

Assessing Liparit V Bagvashi, one of the main opponents of David the Builder, chronicler compares
him to a “dog” which is from the Biblical discourse, in particular: “The dog is turned to his own a

vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire”.

As the research has shown, on the one hand, we deal with the symbol of double-dealer, willy, godless
person; on the second, this is the quotation from New Testament, in particular, the second epistle of
Peter; and on the third hand, we have in front of us the indirect reference that makes allusions to Old

Testament, in particular, Solomon proverbs.

It is extremely significant to know exactly the origin of tropes and images, used by chroniclers, in
order to get more possible information from the historian source and more materials for diverse

interpretations.

Key words: symbol, allusion, Bible, David the Builder,” the dog”, interpretation



