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Academicians Akaki Shanidze and Giorgi Akhvlediani -
Forerunners of a New Theoretical Movement (“Structuralism”) in Linguistics

Thomas Gamkrelidzet, Marine Ivanishvili
Iv. Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University
Summary

The creative work of Akaki Shanidze and Giorgi Akhvlediani isextremely important not only from
the point of view of Georgian but also that of the general linguistics: it turned out that they are, in fact, the
forerunners of the theoretical-linguistic movement, which can be characterized as a structural-functional
(functional-phonological) analysis of language. This fact, unfortunately, is less known to the international
scientific community, and it is our duty to make it well aware of their viewpoint and appropriate its well-
deserved placein the history of world linguistics.

A. Shanidze’s grammatical doctrine in the main moments can be defined as one of the earliest types
of structuralism in the field of morphology. The procedure of morphological analysis developed by himis
of a clearly manifested “structuralist” character. From the movement of structuralism A. Shanidze’s
grammatical viewpoints are most in line with the ideas and methods of the Prague School (so-called
“functional linguistics”). The main task of Akaki Shanidze’s research, like that of the Praguers, was
revealing internal regularities of the system with a focus on “structural integrity”. He created the doctrine,
the fundamenta basis for further synchronic research of the Georgian language, as evidenced by the
researches that were written, are being written today and will indispensably be written in the future.

Giorgi Akhvlediani’s theory of “accessive” and “decessive” complexes, which he developed based
on the data of the Kartvelian languages, turned out that have ageneral linguistic character, astheregularities
of the consonant juncture, established here, should have been characteristic for the vast maority of
languages. As it has recently become clear, the theory of “accessivity-decessivity” is also an effective way
to reveal and explain a number of historical regularities of Indo-European languages, that puts this theory
at the service of a comparative-historical study of the Indo-European languages and, thus, establishes for
the name of Giorgi Akhvlediani a prominent place in the history of Indo-European linguistics.



