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Rusudan Asatiani

Functional Clusters of Linguistic Forms at Different Linguistic Levels in Georgian

Resume

The main task of structural linguistics is to identify and describe the relationship between the "Signifier"
and the "Signified" of the "Sign". The study of these relations is effective if all three aspects of the sign are
taken into account, both syntactic or semantic, and pragmatic.

Foregrounding of the pragmatic aspect implies a shift in emphasis from the meaning of the sign to its
functions: in the functional approach, the sign is analysed not only from the point of view of its meaning
and form but also from the point of view of its functions in the language system.

From a functional point of view, it becomes clear that sometimes a one-to-one correspondence
between the signifier (res. value) and the signifier (res. form) cannot be established, since it may be that

(1). The form of one linguistic sign expresses several meanings at the same time; And, vice versa,

(2). Different forms of various linguistic signs express one function, and these signs function as one
unit in the language system.

Patterns of such morphemes are common in so-called fusion languages, where one morpheme
expresses several meanings at the same time; For example, in the Georgian language, a morpheme -s
denoting III-Person of a Subject simultaneously expresses a set of meanings: either {S, III, Singular, Active
Verb, Present}, or {S, III, Singular, Subjunctive Mood}. Such cases of fusion (one form €-> several
meanings) are quite common in the grammatical system of the Georgian language and are properly
analysed. However, the second case, such is one meaning/function €-> several forms, is lesser studies and
identified in Georgian.

At the level of phonology, the so-called Harmonic Complexes identified and studied by G.
Akhvlediani are examples of such clusters.

The paper reveals and analyzes some examples of so-called "Functional Clusters" in Georgian at the
levels of morphology and syntax.

Morphological level:
Passive Form € > {-Theme (-eb-).-PRS(-7)/-PRS.S.3.SG(-a)}
Imperfective €<-> {-Theme-IPFV(-od-/-d-)-PST(-1)/PST.S.3.SG(-a)}
Causative €<—>{-Theme-Caus.(-7n)}

Syntactic Level:
NP with Two Nouns €=>{N1+N2}
Subjunctive Mood €->{Modal Particle/Modal Verb + Basic Verb}



