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David Akhlouri
Associate Professor of Gori State Teaching University
From the history of the village Chkhuneti

The old Georgian village, today the village of Chkhuneti islocated in the right tributary of the
Ksani in the Churtula gorge, on the right side, 35 km from Akhalgori and 17-18 km from
Largvisi.

Chkhuneti is one of the villagesin the Churta Valley where Ossetians from the North Caucasus
have been living since the 18th century. As Vakhushti Batonishvili points out, in Ksan they
occupied the places where Georgian peasants used to live.

The name of Chkhuneti is the same as that of other Ossetian villagesin the ChurtaValley. J.
According to Gvasalia, the root of the name "Chkhu" must be derived from Megrelian, which
means cow ... Thisopinion is reinforced by the fact that the field next to Chkhuneti is called
Sadrkhil.

The presence of the neighboring villages of Jortisi and Chkhuneti once again underscores the
high level of cattle development in this region and the rise to the forefront of animal worship.

In the summer of 1772, while traveling in the Ksani Valley, Chkhuneti was personally visited by
the German traveler Guldenstedt. He stopped in Largvis on June 30th. The next day he took the
road to Imereti ... while traveling in the direction of Churti, he localized Tskuneti (as he calls
himself).

According to the German traveler, Ossetians can already be seen in Chkhuneti. It is difficult to
say whether this village is considered among the 8 "Ossetian villages' mentioned in loane
Batonishvili's Kartli-Kakheti census, where they live, because the loane 1803 roya census does
not say anything about the population of Chkuneti. All the villages of Churtiskhevi mentioned by
the Ossetians mentioned in the Russian chamber description of 1804 are mentioned in the royal
description except Chkuneti.



According to the first Russian camera description, the Ossetians living in Chkhuneti belonged to
Mr. Glakhi Pitskhelaurov (Pitskhelauri). In total, 9 families lived in the village of Chkhuneti, 44
men, 25 women, had 34 days of arable land, 26 days - not used for arable land, 71 hay. They
paid 60 rubles and 60 kopecks.

Most of the Meladzes lived in Chkhuneti - 8 households, only one household was Nagadze.
Surnames, like in Georgian, ended in dze and were attached to the meaning of firt - son. The
main activities of the inhabitants were cattle breeding and sheep breeding. A tax that was
typically high for tenantsThey paid the landlord Pitskhelauri ...Among the sights of the village is
the niche of the nineteenth century St. George. The inscription on the church bell informs us that
Ossetians of Ossetian nationality established there, but already with Georgian mentality, will
donate bells and Bolnuri to the new orthodox church of St. George built on the site of the old
churchCross with Georgian military inscriptions (Bolnuri cross inscription dates back to 1843).
St. George is depicted in the center of the cross.

In the second half of the twentieth century, the Driaevs, descendants of the Meladzes, were still
living in Chkhuneti, living with the Janigaevs and Muzaevs, who must have come from

neighboring villages.



